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A REALISTIC VIEW OF GENEVA 


FTER a week’s deadlock during which 
the American press has played up the 
impregnability of the American position 
at Geneva, the Japanese have announced 
that they are willing to discuss the British 
proposal to extend the age of capital ships, 
basing their decision on the need for 
economy. 

The Americans have stood firm in their 
contention that the present conference 
has no power to revise the Washington 
Conference settlement, which discussion 
of the British plan would entail. The 
news dispatches from Geneva and Wash- 
ington have pointed out the tremendous 
potential building power inherent in the 
great wealth of the United States and 
have coupled a “take it or leave it” atti- 
tude in regard to the American plan with 
an unspoken threat to build the world’s 
greatest navy if it is not accepted. 


It is an unfortunate fact, none the less 
true, that all international conferences are 
international bargain counters. The news 
from Geneva that the Japanese are turn- 
ing towards the British is accompanied by 
plausible rumors of what concessions they 
have received as the price of their sup- 
port. “A free hand in North China” has 
been intimated as well as even more tan- 
gible British aid in the Far East, reminis- 
cent of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance of 
1902 terminated at the Washington Con- 
ference. It is strongly suspected that 
Japan has furthermore agreed not to dis- 
cuss the important British naval base at 
Singapore. 


Opinion in Tokyo has been most unfav- 
orable to the Japanese “3” in the 5-5-3 
ratio and, therefore, adverse to the ex- 
tension of this ratio to cruisers, destroy- 
ers and submarines as contemplated in the 
American plan. Doubtless Tokyo has not 
forgotten the late unpleasantness over the 


Exclusion Act. Rumors of a possible se- 
curity compact between Britain, the 
United States and Japan, however, may 
be a straw indicating the direction of a 
more favorable breeze. M. S. W. 


Factors in the Russian Crisis 

HE Soviet Government is passing 

through a serious crisis which may 
have the most far-reaching effects upon 
its internal and foreign policy. The dis- 
sensions of several years’ standing in the 
Communist Party have again become ac- 
centuated in view of the unfavorable for- 
eign and domestic situation. MM. Trotsky 
and Zinovieff, breaking party discipline, 
are openly in opposition to the policies of 
the Stalin Government. The praesidium 
of the Central Control Committee of the 
Communist Party on June 26 recom- 
mended the dismissal of the opposition 
leaders from the Central Committee for 
violation of party discipline, and it is even 
rumored that it may become a question of 
their exclusion from the Communist 
Party. 

In order to appreciate the full gravity 
of the situation it is necessary to take ac- 
count of the following factors in Russia’s 
position: 

1. The break with Britain which has precipitated 


a war scare in Russia with all the accompany- 
ing economic and political uncertainties; 

2. The failure of the Bolshevist program in 
China which has opened the policy of the 
Stalin Government to serious criticism at 
home; 


8. The revulsion of feeling in Europe and 
America reflected in the discussion of the 
League Council against the renewal of the 
terror in Russia which followed the Polish 
assassination; 

4. The unfavorable reaction of the foreign situ- 
ation and of the renewal of terrorism upon 
the program of economic expansion and of 
lower internal prices to which the Stalin 
Government is committed. The Soviet Govy- 
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ernment has not only lost important credits 
abroad, but confidence at home.* 

The Opposition, taking advantage of the diffi- 
culties in which the government finds itself, has 
denounced the latter’s policies and has in turn 
been accused of treasonable conduct in attempt- 
ing to “break party unity at a time of serious 
international complications, aggravated by the 
partial failure of the Chinese revolution, and of 
facilitating the activities of anti-Soviet agitation 
within the Soviet Union.” 

The question which arises is whether 
M. Stalin, to whom no one attributes the 
qualities of a Mussolini, is capable of dis- 
posing of his critics without shaking the 
very foundations of the Soviet a . 

New Pieces in China’s “Puzzle’’ 

ENERAL Feng Yu-Hsiang’s definite 

break with the Hankow Communists 
on June 22 is the most significant move in 
the Chinese revolution since the split be- 
tween the “Radical” and “Moderate” ele- 
ments in the Nationalist Party on April 
15. At that time Feng Yu-Hsiang was 
appointed by Hankow as Commander-in- 
chief of their armies. During the last 
three weeks, rumors have filtered through 
press dispatches to the effect that Feng, 
in spite of the aid he has received from 
Moscow during the last two years, was 
not in close sympathy with Communist 
aims, but these rumors were not con- 
firmed until Feng and Chiang went into 
conference at Su-chow-fu recently. Asa 
result, Feng has delivered an ultimatum 
to Hankow which demands that Borodin 
leave China and that Communists who 
wish to join the Nationalist Party hence- 
forth subordinate themselves to the rule 
of the party, which will be guided by the 
three principles of Sun Yat-Sen. Those 
unwilling to comply are significantly told 
that they may “go abroad for a rest.” 
Chiang Kai-Shek retains supreme com- 
mand. 

Thus Communism in China has received 
a blow likely to prove fatal. The Han- 
kow armies number only 80,000, as op- 
posed to the combined armies of Feng and 
Chiang which number 200,000 and the 
100,000 of Yen Hsi-Shan, Governor of 
Shansi, now in alliance with the “Mod- 
erate” Nationalists. Furthermore, General 
Tang Tsen-Tse at Hankow, on whom pres- 
sure is now being brought to bear, accord- 
ing to the newspapers, to join the “Mod- 
erates” has never been really in sympathy 
with Communism, according to Nation- 
alist advices. With his base of supplies 
at Hankow, however, he could not act in- 
dependently until he had worked his way 
north to Chengchow and met the army of 
Feng Yu-Hsiang. There is no doubt that 
he will ally with Chiang Kai-Shek and 
work against Communist activity in the 
rear while the rest of the armies drive 
north. D. M. H. 


*See The Russian Economic Situation, Information Ser- 
vice, Vol. III, No. 6, May 25, 1927. 


Notes 

HE Permanent Court of International 

Justice opened its twelfth session on 
June 15 at The Hague with a calendar of 
complex and important cases. Chief 
among these is the Chinese repudiation 
of the Sino-Belgian Treaty of Friendship 
and Commerce of 1865. This is the first 
case of compulsory jurisdiction to come 
before the Court—both Belgium and China 
having signed the Optional Clause of the 
Court’s Protocol of Signature. 

The Court will also try a case resulting 
from the alleged non-execution by Poland 
of certain clauses of a previous decision 
of the Court favorable to Germany. 

Also on the Court’s calendar are the 
Franco-Turkish Lotus affair* and the com- 
petency of the International Commission 
of the Danube. 


The results of the recent Irish elections 
indicate little change in sentiment on the 
vital issue of existing relations with 
Great Britain and the Empire. The Free 
State Government of President Cosgrave, 
despite the loss of twelve seats, still has 
sufficient strength to carry on without re- 
sorting to a coalition, and in important 
measures, the government can count on 
the support of the other constitutional 
parties. 

The Republican threat did not materi- 
alize. The popular vote was more than 
two to one against the Republican parties 
and although De Valera’s Fianna Fail 
showed a gain of 22, it was won at the ex- 
pense of the more radical Sinn Fein. De 
Valera and his followers refused to take 
the oath of allegiance to the King and 
have not been permitted to enter the new 
Dail which was convened June 23. 


It is reported that the Druses who 
raised the standard of revolt in July, 1925, 
against the French in Syria have finally 
capitulated and that their leader, Sultan 
Pasha Attrash, has taken refuge in north- 
ern Arabia. The immediate responsibility 
of High Commissioner Ponsot is to con- 
solidate victory by making an effective 
settlement with the Syrian nationalists 
asa whole. Negotiations with nationalist 
leaders have been in progress in Paris for 
several weeks past, and it is expected that 
the Druse surrender will hasten the con- 
clusion of an agreement. 


From Versailles to Locarno, by Harold 8S. 
Quigley, Minneapolis, University of 
Minnesota Press, 1927. 

A short description of the Locarno 
settlement and of the working of the 
League of Nations, the International La- 
bor Office and the World Court. An ap- 
pendix contains a handy compilation of 
pertinent documents. 


*See News Bulletin, Vol. V, n. 46, September 24, 1926. 
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